


The Wells Newsletter 


Condensed, Non-Denominational, 


Non-Partisan 





Reentered as second-class matter January 13, 1949 at the post 


office at Demarest, N. 


J., under the Act of’ March 3, 1899. 


Published twice monthly except June, July and August 
$1 


when it is published monthly. 
10¢ per single copy. 


1.50 @ year, 





CHARLES A. WELLS, 
Editor and Publisher 


Send all correspondence relative to subscriptions to: Publication Office: Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 


Editorial Office: 152 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 


Vol. XIII, No. 13 
August 1, 1954 





A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 


sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BE! 
traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONV 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian Pp 
security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAN 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek 
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through democratic yt to set our country right. 


LIEVE that if our society moves vigecoualy forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 
INCED that the American answer for both communism and 
closer A epg cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 

ID for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but when authoritative evidence Indicates our 
WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





Peace Building 

TECHNICAL AID _  TECH- 
NIQUES: Haverford College is of- 
fering a graduate course in techni- 
cal assistance methods based both 
on instruction and actual beginning 
field work — to fit students for TA 
undertakings. 


INDIA: Inspired by America’s 
technological progress, and _ aid- 
ed by nearly 50 American experts 
and supervised by an American 
dam specialist, India has recently 
completed the first part of the great 
$312 million Bhakra-Nangal multi- 
purpose dam project, the largest of 
its kind in India. The irrigation 
system made possible by this dam 
will greatly relieve the threat of 
famine in a wide area. Such pro- 
grams represent the most construc- 
tive and challenging contribution 
the U. S. can make to world prog- 
ress. Contrast the effects of this ef- 
fort, on which we have spent rela- 
tively few pennies, with the psy- 
chological damage done to the 
non-Communist world by our pro- 
longed multi-billion dollar A-bomb 
exhibitionism. 

This Bhakra dam will reach a 
height of 680 feet — and will be 
the world’s second highest. (Hoover 
Dam still ranks first—-with a 
height of 726 feet.) 

ROUTE TO THE SEA: Land- 
locked Bolivia now has an impor- 
tant new railway link to the Atlantic 
Ocean, with the completion of the 
last part of the Bolivian-Brazilian 
Railroad, stretching all the way to 
Santos, a Brazilian port. The link 
is of great economic importance 
because it serves the sub-Andean 
petroleum beds now being jointly 
developed by Brazil and Bolivia 
through agreement between the two 
countries. 

ORANGES FROM ISRAEL: Old 
wounds can slowly be healed, — 
witness the fact that West Germany 
is now importing oranges from 
Israel, as a start in commercial 
relations. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HISTORIC TRANSITION is shaping up in U. S.-German rela- 

tions that will have far-reaching effects. The American-sponsored 
Adenauer Government of West Germany is weakening. Our whole plan 
for Western defense has hinged on an alliance with Western Europe, 
which in turn is dependent on a cooperative rearmed Germany, for West 
Germany’s 50 millions still comprise Western Europe’s most powerful 
nation. European leaders, historians and political scientists have warned 
official Washington that a military alliance could not endure without a 
foundation of political and economic unity. When our politico-military 
leadership went through the motions of promoting this Western European 
Federation, the German people eagerly responded, for to internationalize 
Europe’s armies, trade and politics promised an end to repeated wars. 

BUT THE AMERICAN FIXATION ON MILITARY POWER, 
as the only solution of today’s international problems, resulted in our push- 
ing hard for the military federation, which we called the European De- 
fense Community, and almost totally ignoring the political and economic 
aspects of Western European unity. To the French, Italians and others, 
this meant a rearmed Germany — with no Western European Federation 
to keep a balance and no possible guarantee that American forces would 
stay in sufficient numbers to restrain the Germans. 

THERE IS A NEW GERMANY TODAY. The natural skill and 
industriousness of German workers and business leadership, rehabilitat- 
ed by America’s billions in generous aid, has lifted West Germany to a 
place of industrial dominance in Europe, which means eventual political 
dominance. But now France, Italy, Belgium, England are all resentful 
of America’s failure to see the need for a united Western Europe, when 
Germany was weak, and the German people were eager to follow. The 
blindness and inadequacy of some Washington figures can be measured in 
their demands that France, Italy and others join our defense alliance or 
we'll give them no more aid! We demand that they either join up with a 
great military machine which will be largely and inevitably dominated by 
the same Germany that recently devastated their several countries, or lose 
American aid and trade (for the two go together) and face growing un- 
employment and communism arising from within. This is the core of much 
of the political paralysis in all of Western Europe today. They feel they 
are being offered the choice of two ways of committing suicide. 


ERMAN-RUSSIAN ALLIANCE? Within Germany and in German- 

Russian relations, something big is brewing. Like the build-up of a 
great electric charge, the desire for unity and independence is beginning 
to surge again through the entire nation. And the Adenauer Government of 
West Germany, an American-built political machine, is losing the sup- 
port of the German people. To save himself, Adenauer must swing away 
from American dictates and follow the interests of the German people. 
Where will that lead? 

While we seem unable to cope with this new revived Germany, 
Moscow moves in. Communist propaganda is preaching that Germany 
and Russia are natural allies, that they naturally complement each other 
— German industry and skill with Russia’s vast resources — German 
production with Russia’s huge markets — and with China’s vast markets 
dangling in the offing. Moscow is moving swiftly, already the East Ger- 


man Government has been granted “sovereignty.” We pooh-pooh this 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Religion Makes News 
CHRISTIAN HEROES: Toler- 
ance and Christian goodwill con- 
tinue to characterize the spirit of 
the American people, except where 
those attributes are negated by self- 
seeking politicians or military ex- 
tremism. The world sees this better 
side of America in the permission 
of entry granted by our Govern- 
ment to representatives of the Prot- 
estant churches behind the Iron 
Curtain who are coming to this 
country to attend the conference 
of the World Council of Churches 
at Evanston, Illinois, during this 
month. There were flurries of ac- 
tion by some super-heated patriotic 
groups to bar these heroic church- 
men, but this opposition subsided 
when it became clear that, although 
such religious figures have made 
agreements and compromises with 
the Communist states that they 
might carry on their Christian work, 
these churchmen had also resolutely 
stood for Christian principles a- 
gainst the materialistic teachings of 
Marxism and had forced the Red 
Governments to make pronounced 
concessions. It is also true that 
some of these churchmen have suf- 
fered imprisonment in the past, 
and they now represent the millions 
of Christians behind the Iron Cur- 
tain who constitute the main hope 
of communism’s eventual downfall. 
STANDING TOGETHER: The 
Catholic Clergy Association and the 
Protestant Ministers’ Association in 
Bavaria, where Protestants are a 
small minority, have recently con- 
cluded an agreement to examine to- 
gether any grievances or misunder- 
standings between Catholics and 
Protestants. They intend also to 
stand together in the event of any 
public attacks on churchmen. 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES: Mys- 
tery fans may find it difficult to rec- 
ognize the blood-and-guts author of 
whodunits, Mickey Spillane, as the 
earnest young man who now rings 


doorbells and a Jehovah's 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Religion Makes News 
(continued) 

Witnesses literature. But Spillane 
states that he is finished with his 
tough hero, Mike Hammer, though 
contracts with radio, TV and re- 
print concerns will keep the fa- 
mous private eye in action for some 
time to come. Spillane joined Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses in 1952 and has 
intermittently devoted much time to 
the movement. 

Spillane expects to continue writ- 
ing — even mystery stories, though 
he says he will eliminate the “de- 
grading stuff.” Religion had little 
meaning for him until he read a 
Witness pamphlet which led to a 
revitalized religious interest. Where 
have we of the conventional de- 
nominations missed out on in our 
appeal to active minds like that of 
the young Mickey Spillane? 


PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY: 
Parents should be held financially 
responsible for property which 
youngsters wantonly destroy, stated 
J. Edgar Hoover recently. Further- 
more he holds that fathers and 
mothers should be present in court 
with youthful offenders —to em- 
phasize to apathetic parents their 
basic responsibilities. The FBI di- 
rector also believes that, though 
wayward children should be treated 
with understanding, they should not 
be coddled, but should face the se- 
riousness of their offences, hence 
he suggests that newspapers in re- 
porting the more serious offences 
should publish the names of both 
the delinquent and his parents, 
rather than protecting them. 

HEADLINES ABOUT DELIN- 
QUENT YOUTH can do damage, 
but intelligent study of how the 
local courts, police, detention home 
or training school handle delin- 
quents is a revealing and construc- 
tive subject for group examination. 
The U. S. Childrens Bureau has a 
helpful booklet available, “What’s 
Happening to Delinquent Children 
in Your Town,” which may be had 
for 15¢ from Supt. of Documents. 
Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 











Alcoholisms 

DRUNKEN DRIVING: A <sci- 
entific test for drunk drivers has 
been inaugurated on a city-wide 
basis in New York, after the suc- 
cess Of an 8 month pilot project 
in one borough. The chemical test- 
ing apparatus for intoxication will 
replace mere observation by the 
arresting officer and the judge. 
As a result, arrests for drunken 
driving have gone up drastically. 

ALCOHOL IN THE NAVY: 
When Josephus Daniels. as Secre- 
tary of the Navy. gave the order to 
end the wine mess in the Navy, he 
was both ridiculed and criticized as 
a simple-minded country editor 
with little experience in the sophis- 

(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


“sovereignty” and ignore Moscow’s proposal that in a complete East- 
West sovereignty all foreign troops leave all of Germany, that both East 
and West be unified, with no foreign missions remaining. 

And that sounds good to all Germans. Most Germans fear com- 
munism, despise it, but they are falling for Russian propaganda because 
they believe that, once they are unified and reasonably well-armed, they 
will be able to handle their own domestic Communists, and that Russia 
will keep hands off. Russia also has reasons to fear German armed might. 


HE REAL DANGER TO AMERICA is that, in our hysteria over 

communism, and in our fixation on militarism, we will fail to see that 
the Russians most likely mean just what they say —a free, neutral, pow- 
erful Germany, allied in trade and resources with Moscow — with the 
comforting possibility of increasing military friendship. Such a relation- 
ship would be much more useful than the Red’s attempt to add a powerful 
tumultuous Germany to their seething satellite domain which they can 
now barely hold in check. Thus in one stroke they can gain all this and 
break up Western unity with the able help of a few of our political hot- 
rods in this country. 

We have conceived the Communist problem as purely a test of 
armed might. Will we learn in time that understanding, brotherhood, shar- 
ing — which are the prerequisites of political unity and prosperity — are 
much more potent forces? 





VENTS IN GUATEMALA, like most developments in Latin Amer- 

ica, have been passed by too lightly. Time will reveal that in Europe 
and Asia we can do little to change the course of history, despite all our 
spending and straining. But in our own Hemisphere we can do much. 

In our issue of April 1, we presented a detailed forecast of the 
coming invasion of Guatemala by forces then being organized on neigh- 
boring frontiers. We also published reports, drawn from non-Communist 
sources in Guatemala and from charges made by non-Communist ele- 
ments in the Guatemala Government, that the invasion was being obvious- 
ly supported by the United Fruit Company’s banana monopoly and un- 
der the benign advisement and assistance of the U. S. State Department. 
Though this information was generally suppressed, the major charges 
were guardedly published in New York and Washington papers — and 
were never denied. 

A SURVEY OF INFORMED OPINION emphasizes the follow- 
ing facts: The Communists did not have control in Guatemala, although 
the Reds had been brutally aggressive wherever they had gained power at 
local levels. But no prominent Red organizer from the international Com- 
munist centers ever appeared in Guatemala; only a very few of the na- 
tive leaders had ever been abroad. Concerning the arms shipped from be- 
hind the Iron Curtain, remember that an invasion against Guatemala 
was being planned, and that the Guatemala Government could not get 
help from us; moreover the armaments purchased from Czechoslovakia 
proved to be old captured German equipment, most of it completely un- 
fit for use, the artillery actually worn out. (See N. Y. Times, July 8) The 
stuff could not have represented a serious effort to arm the Guatemala 
Reds; apparently it had been sold by international munitions racketeers 
through Paris or Rome. Not a piece of good Russian material in the lot. 
As one newsman put it, “Moscow just had a good laugh — with the U. S. 
shipping billions of dollars worth of new modern armaments to a dozen 
countries on the Russian frontier — one ship load of World War II junk 
arrives here from Czechoslovakia and we are scared out of our pants.” 

The falseness of the claim that a Red bastion had been establish- 
ed in Guatemala is established by the evidence that it only took “armies” 
of 80 or 100 men to overthrow the Arbentz Government, Reds and all. 
Hanson Baldwin, top American military analyst, called it a “comic opera 
war” with armies that could be mounted on the average musical comedy 
stage. While it would be serious if the Reds ever got a real beach head 
in Latin America, the headlines implying that the Reds were about to 
take over Central America were grossly misleading. 

THE OVERTHROWN GOVERNMENT was not a Communist 
Government — it was a reform Government, which became infiltrated 
with Reds. Why? The former president, Jacobi Arbentz Guzman, who 
launched the reform regime a few months ago, soon aroused such oppo- 
sition from the powerful American-owned banana monopoly, the United 
Fruit Co., that his Government could not survive without the aid of all 
factions. The vigorous disciplined Communists never miss such oppor- 
tunities. It is this crucial point which the world still ignores — but it is 
just where the Reds go into action. The same story preceded the down- 
fall of China and the Red conquest of Indochina. 

The Arbenty reform government also had the popular support of 
the people — a fact ignored in this country although testified to by the 

(continued on NEXT page) 
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Alcoholisms 


; (continued) , 
ticated world. Little attention was 


paid then or later to the words of 
Admiral William S. Sims, an ene- 
my of Daniels, who labeled this 
move “the best thing that ever hap- 
pened to the Navy.” Also over- 
looked is the fact that the order still 
stands in the Navy —and is fully 
approved. (From The End of In- 
nocence by Jonathan Daniels, pub- 
lished by J. B. Lippincott). 

RED PRESS & LIQUOR: Where- 
as the American press shields liquor 
interests in the relation of alcohol 
to crime, divorce and other social 
ills, the Russian newspapers expose 
the link between drinking and so- 
cial abuse. Currently in the Soviet 
a temperance campaign is in full 
swing, and new restrictions on the 
sale of alcoholic beverages are be- 
ing strictly enforced. The Commu- 
nists have long been active in con- 
trolling liquor; in the early days of 
the revolution, they put on a full 
scale drive against drinking, and 
from the end of World War I until 
1924 complete prohibition prevail- 
ed. Then the production and dis- 
tribution of vodka by a state mo- 
nopoly was legalized, but with vari- 
ous restrictions. During the next 
20 years, most of the regulations 
were gradually eliminated, except 
that prices were kept at a restrain- 
ing level, especially on vodka be- 
cause of its high alcoholic content. 
But when in April, 1953, vodka 
prices were cut 11 per cent, vodka 
consumption increased. 

The resultant temperance drive 
is spearheaded and gets its greatest 
support from the publications of 
Red youth movements — but Prav- 
da and other leading Communist 
papers also blame the state authori- 
ties for making strong drink so eas- 
ily available. The exposés by these 
newspapers have already resulted 
in the closing down of Moscow’s 
famous Koktail Hall, which, these 
papers revealed, had become a cen- 
ter for excessive late-hour drinking 
and youthful delinquency. These 
newspapers continually point out 
that most crimes, especially those 
against individuals, are committed 
by drunks. 

The Red youth publications also 
attack the excessive drinking de- 
picted in contemporary novels, 
plays and movies, and it is expected 
that some version of a Hayes code 
for movies and literature may insist 
that drinking be dramatized only 
to demonstrate moral depravity. 

Behind all this is an issue which 
the democracies must face: Can de- 
mocracy without discipline win this 
long-range contest against tvranny 
which, with all its brutality, has dis- 
cipline? The glib answers that char- 
acterize so much of America’s atti- 
tude will not meet this test. 

FARMERS & LICUOR ADS: 
The sensitivity of our press to 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Aleoholisms 


(continued) 


liquor advertising has _ muffled 
news Of the bill advocated by 
, Senator Langer (Republican of 


N. D.) to ban interstate advertising 
of alcoholic beverages in newspa- 
pers, magazines, radio and TV. Nor 
have the papers paid much atten- 
tion to the backing which the Na- 
tional Grange has given to this bill. 
The economist for the Grange ex- 
coriated those who oppose the bill 
because they claim our agricultural 
surpluses (corn, barley, rye, etc.) 
could be used in making liquor and 
beer. “We in the Grange would not 
want to solve the farm problem by 
the sale of products that do obvious 
social and individual damage.” Be- 
sides, he noted, the farmer gets only 
5 to 10 per cent of the consumer 
dollar spent for alcoholic bever- 
ages, as compared with 50 per cent 
of the money spent for milk. 





Function of The Press 


The chief function of the daily 
press in a democracy is simply to 
report what is happening —to do 
this as objectively and factually as 
possible. Opinion was held to be the 
province of the editorial page or of 
the signed columns devoted to in- 
terpretation of the news. Slanted 
reporting was regarded as one of 
the tricks of the totalitarian state — 
where a dictatorship could control 
news and thus feed the public a 
special diet of pre-digested infor- 
mation which gave them no oppor- 
tunity for free judgment. 

Ironically, in journalism as in 
other areas, we are attempting to 
fight communism with its own tac- 
tics of deception. Test this yourself. 
In news dispatches covering inter- 
national conferences, note that the 
reporters often use flattering words 
to describe our representatives and 
their activities—-and derogatory 
words to describe the Russians and 
their moves: “stubborn,” “dim- 
wit,’ “scowlingly denunciated,” 
“belligerent demands,” etc. This is 
even more obvious in the radio 
newscasts where sneering intona- 
tions are added to the insulting 
words used to describe Russians. 

Granted that they are all the 
things that are said about them — 
this is not unbiased reporting. It 
implies that the American public is 
not capable of making up its own 
mind on the record but must have 
the news “angled” for them. 


Robert Lasch, noted editorial 
writer for the St. Louis Post Dis- 
patch, in analysing the services of 
the two great news agencies, the As- 
sociated Press and the United Press 
upon which most American papers 
depend for their basic source of 
material on national and interna- 
tional events, points out that the 
Wire services are getting “farther 


and farther from the facts and 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


N. Y. Times representative in Guatemala, Sydney Gruson, and others. 
And here is the real dynamite in the situation: since the Arbentz Govern- 
ment did have the support of the impoverished Indian population — over 
two million of them — what will the situation be in a few months under 
the present U. S.-backed Junta? 

BANANAS AND REVOLUTION: The Guatemalan people are 
now aroused after years of exploitation by their own aristocracy and the 
United Fruit Co. monopoly, despite belated and sincere reform policies by 
the United Fruit people in improving living conditions. But their record of 
exploitation and arrogant overlordship in Central American affairs over 
many years is so rank that the U. S. Government has been compelled to 
launch the widely publicized monopoly suit against the United Fruit Co. 
to recover prestige in Latin America. 

THE U. S. MONOPOLY INDICTMENT against the UF Co. was 
a diplomatic move of courage and genius. The indictment charges that 
the UF Co. has used price manipulation and conspiracy to stifle competi- 
tion; that it conspired to hold monopolistic controls over shipping and 
refrigeration equipment in Central America; that it has used its control 
of the one railroad in Guatemala and of shipping lines throughout Cen- 
tral America to favor its own interests with low rates, while leveling ex- 
horbitant charges on local shippers and passengers to “equalize” the rates; 
that it used threats and coercion upon customers to maintain its monopoly 
and stifle competition. 


With such charges brought against the United Fruit Co. by our 
own Government, how can we belittle the claims of non-Communist 
Guatemalans that the monopoly used its influence to keep Guatemalan 
agriculture at primitive levels so it could use vast areas of land at absurd- 
ly low evaluations (for taxes, etc.), hold wages down, exert unreasonable 
pressure to control governments in Central America? (Your editor re- 
cently heard a Latin American quote a new song popular in some sec- 
tions of Central America, “Hallelujah, we have no bananas.”) 


That the abuses of the UF Co. are of a late date is revealed in a 
recent dispatch by noted newsman, Edwin A. Lahey of the Chicago Daily 
News, which concerns T. J. Coolidge, the chairman of the Board of the 
United Fruit Co. Mr. Coolidge was recently in Costa Rica where the 
company has been combatting a serious strike in its warehouses and docks. 
When he met the President of Costa Rica at a social event, President Jose 
Figueres used this opportunity to suggest that the American corporation 
might relieve the menacing situation by reviewing its contract with the 
Costa Rica Government and by instituting reforms that would win back 


the cooperation and respect of the people. The fruit corporation head, 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Function of The Press 
(continued) 

deeper and deeper into the fuzzy . 

realm of propaganda.” 

Lasch comments, “The question 
that would occur to an old-fashion- 
ed reader is: Was the AP’s job to 
tell newspaper readers what they 
ought to think about Molotov, or 
was it the AP’s job to relate what 
Molotov did and said and to pro- 
vide American readers with the 
news on which intelligent judg- 
ments could be made?” 

NEWSPRINT CURTAIN: The 
chief of the Washington bureau of 
one of America’s greatest news- 
papers — Robert L. Riggs of the 
Louisville, Ky., Courier-Journal — 
recently said, in an address at the 
Missouri University School of Jour- 
nalism, “After a quarter-century as 
a working newspaper man, I don’t 
have too many illusions about our 
craft. We have in our ranks more 
stupidity, more hypocrisy, more 
downright venality and ignorance 
than can be found in any other call- 
ing... yet there are many decent 
newspaper people interested in free- 
dom of the mind and spirit, and 
concerned about the welfare of the 
human race, but these often find it 
difficult to pierce the newsprint cur- 
tain set up by their own employers.” 

Specifically Riggs holds that 
“newspapers should apply the same 
critical standards to politicians, 
whether they are Republicans or 
Democrats” but he charged that 
many daily papers suddenly chang- 
ed from an attitude of no-holds- 
barred “slugging of Roosevelt and 
Truman, both above and below the 
belt” to a strange delicacy toward 
Eisenhower. Publishers who had 
thrown in every weapon to discredit 
two presidents now became worried 
that their reporters might not be 
“fair” to Eisenhower! 

A RESPONSIBLE PRESS: A 
fresh kind of responsibility is devel- 
oping among French and German 
publishers who during the past year 
have made a gentlemen’s agreement 
never to print anything that might 
be detrimental to the good under- 
standing between their two coun- 
tries, that whatever they print is 
above all objective and truthful. 
This agreement was initiated by the 
International Press Institute, and 
offices in both Bonn and Paris will 
be set up to implement these in- 
tentions. Such an attitude on the 
part of the press at large could 
probably do more than any one 
element to create a climate of peace. 

PEGLER AND LIBEL LAWS: 
Most newspaper readers are famil- 
iar with the vulgar and often vi- 
cious diatribes of Westbrook Peg- 
ler which are spattered with distor- 
tions and downright falsehoods, all 
angled to strengthen the cause of 
ultra-reaction. Because he is a high- 


salaried voice for a few rich pub- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Function of The Press 
(continued ) 

lishers, not many of those he vio- 
lates are able to defend themselves. 
But he has become reckless, and as 
a result he left himself wide open 
for a $500,000 libel suit by the 
well-known writer, Quentin Rey- 
nolds, who could defend himself 
because he also writes for wealthy 
and powerful publications. 

When the high priest of slander 
lost the case (Pegler was ordered to 
pay Reynolds $100,002 damages 
for having falsely accused him of 
being pro-Communist, a_ literary 
fellow-traveler, etc.), at last a prec- 
edent was established — that such 
columnists and commentators must 
be responsible for their words. 


*““Comic’”’ Books 


Far too little attention has been 
given to the book Seduction of the 
Innocent by Dr. Frederic Wertham 
who warns of the serious effect of 
many of the “comic” books on the 
quality of our democracy by their 
debauchery of the minds of tomor- 
row’s citizens. Parents, and all re- 
sponsible Americans, must face the 
following facts which Dr. Wertham 
sets forth: 90 million copies of these 
books are distributed monthly to 
children between 8 and 16 who 
read an average of 10 comic books 
a week; the main topics are vio- 
lence, sex, sexual perversion and 
cruelty; the low level of both the 
drawing and writing thwart the de- 
velopment of good taste in litera- 
ture or art; the advertising which 
these books carry also exploits the 
young— with ads for guns and 
knives, weight-reducing panaceas, 
skin blemish cures, etc. 

Comments the Friends Intelli- 
gencer, “The United States is al- 
most the only civilized nation per- 
mitting the uncensored sale of such 
books. Our traditional opposition to 
censorship and the perfunctory and 
feeble attempts at self-censorship 
give free rein to the comic-book 
industry.” There are a few excep- 
tions to the blanket indictment of 
comic books by educators and par- 
ents, notably Donald Duck and 
Peter Rabbit. Unfortunately, in the 
so-called Bible “comics,” violence 
and horror create a false picture of 
the ancient legends of the Bible, 
for the morals in the old stories are 
either omitted or lost in the sound 
and fury of the action pictures. 

Though the courts, as well as law 
enforcement officers, have revealed 
for years how pernicious is the in- 
fluence of many of these books, 
strong forces (operating under the 
guise of protecting free enterprise) 
have blocked most efforts to control 
these comics which systematically 
undermine the moral health of 
America’s youth. Does our devo- 
tion to capitalism require that we 
condone the plundering of youth by 
millionaire publishers? 





X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


according to witnesses, replied that his company would do no such thing 
until Costa Rica made certain tax concessions. Figueres, proud and sen- 
sitive like all Latin Americans, was infuriated by what seemed an arro- 
gant attitude in a foreign concern taking wealth from his native land. 

THE BIG QUESTION: We have thrust into power in Guatemala 
a new military dictatorship (for that is what it really is}—will it continue 
to be the stooge of powerful American interests? The new leadership has 
promised continued reforms and better days for the people, but without 
the threat of communism. But will these reforms be carried out? Will the 
program of the redistribution of great banana estates among the landless 
peasants continue? Our State Department is on record as having support- 
ed the banana monopoly in its recent claims against the Guatemala Gov- 
ernment. Will the new regime represent the two million impoverished 
Guatemalans — or the American financial interests? The events in Guate- 
mala during the past six months have aroused in all Latin Americans 
fresh distrust and resentment against the VU. S. 


THE CRUX: The American public is rarely given even a hint 
that tens of millions of other hungry, poverty-embittered people in 
Latin America have been in sympathy with the deposed Guatemalan 
Government. It can well prove that, instead of closing the door upon com- 
munism, we have, by the affair in Guatemala, kicked the door open to 
communism in scores of new sensitive places. Here is a notable opportun- 
ity for American capitalism to demonstrate, for the Latin American peo- 
ple, some of the magnificent achievements we know so well here. 


BRIGHT LIGHT OF HOPE shines in one place in Latin America, 

indicating what can be done when Christian character, honesty and 
cooperation have a chance. American oil corporations and other invest- 
ment interests, both domestic and foreign, once played politics behind the 
scenes in Mexico and kept the country in perpetual peonage. As in Guate- 
mala, part of this manipulation was linked to the Roman Catholic Church, 
which will work in league with any force that respects its historic claim 
to spiritual and cultural domination. (The first news photos of the vic- 
torious military Junta in Guatemala revealed a Catholic bishop sitting 
close to the conquering hero — AP, July 10.) 


AFTER SEVERAL ABORTIVE REVOLUTIONS and torturous 
political struggles, Mexico’s political and economic leadership became suf- 
ficiently bold to achieve genuine independence. The American oil com- 
panies and other foreign monopolies were driven out, their properties 
confiscated and for the first time in their history the Mexicans were free to 
run their own affairs. The oil companies prophesied that they would be 
asked to come back to save the oil fields from mismanagement, and our 
State Department forecast dark pictures of Mexico’s future under 
this “outlaw regime.” And, for several years, the Mexican oil industry was 
in a state of semi-collapse; graft and corruption were rampant, for inex- 
perience is usually expensive. But slowly the lessons were learned, the 
foundations laid. The Aleman Government (1946-52) was reasonably 
sound and very vigorous in terms of industrial progress, although graft 
and corruption continued. 

MIRACLE OF CORTINES: Then came the present government 
under Ruiz Cortines, a truly remarkable man, humble, a devout Catholic 
(yet insistent on progressive church policies in education, etc.), scrupu- 
lously honest, dynamic and able. Most officials in Mexico had heretofore 
become rich in office, but Cortines had long been an efficient civil offi- 
cial of only modest means. Upon his election to the presidency he asked 
that all Government officials publish their true financial worth and all 
sources of income; he gave them six months to do so or face arrest. It 
was announced that any fiction or evasion in these personal financial 
declarations would lead to prosecution. Political Mexico was stunned. (As 
Washington might have been during the Truman fiesta of tax-fixing, spe- 
cial favors and 5 per centers — or now, when such GOP senators as Mc- 
Carthy or Bridges can make the mink coat 5 per centers look like ama- 
teurs. But if anybody asks questions, it’s un-American!) 

But President Cortines was in earnest. Today Mexico is experi- 
encing a rebirth of political morality, and business, after suffering from 
the shock waves of such a severe adjustment in its old relationship to 
politics, is now moving forward with the fruits of capitalism beginning to 
reach the people of Mexico—#in higher wages, wider ownership of 
land, etc. With some happy exceptions, there has been a boycott of news 
in this country about the achievements of the new regime in Mexico. For 
the American banana monopoly would not feel comfortable to read 
success stories about how Mexico confiscated American oil properties 
and lived prosperously ever after. But Mexico’s experience and example 
is being watched by other Latin American peoples. 


Oust. Flere 





Corruption, Right & Left 
UNION WELFARE FUNDS: In 
contrast to the debacle created by 


) 
long investigations of Communist , 


infiltration, an encouraging ap- 
proach is being made by both con- 
gressional committees and labor 
leaders to the problem of racketeer- 
ing in labor union welfare funds, 
The millions of dollars involved in 
these funds have not only drawn 
crooks into the labor organizations 
but have made crooks out of little 
men who are unaccustomed to 
handling such large sums as have 
lately come under their control, 
Some notable examples of the milk- 
ing of welfare funds have reached 
far beyond labor’s ranks — consid- 
er the fact that Sen. Bridges (Rep, 
of N. H.) received $45,000 plus 
“expenses” for a brief period of 
“trusteeship” of the coal miners wel- 
fare fund, which has been so trag- 
ically mismanaged by John L. Lew- 
is and his associates. 

GOP “MESS”: The odor of cor- 
ruption in Washington, which swel- 
tered through several years of 
Democratic rule, slowly gives way 
to new smells under GOP banners 
— although the Republican-domin- 
ated press reports much less of it 
to the public. Moreover, the Repub- 
lican press takes off after any fresh 
revelation of lingering Democrat 
corruption (such as the Federal 
Housing scandals) like hounds aft- 
er a hare, while skunk-sized GOP 
odors right at its feet go unnoticed. 
And by this we do not discount 
the potency of past Democrat situ- 
ations. But there’s a new attitude 
toward corruption — as long as it’s 
GOP corruption. 

For instance, the Republican 
senator mentioned above, the Hon. 
Styles Bridges of N. H., enjoys a 
seniority in the Senate which makes 
him a powerful official in Washing- 
ton — chairman of the Senate Ap- 
propriations Committee, ranking 
majority member of the Armed 
Services Committee, etc. Because 
Bridges is a poor orator and a col- 
orless personality, he is little known 
outside the capital; but official in- 
vestigations have revealed Sen. 
Bridges’ long-standing team work 
with one of Washington’s most no- 
torious professional “fixers,” Henry 
Gruenwald, who has been involved 
in many of the most vicious cor- 
ruption cases in the past 10 years 
in Washington; the senator’s name 
was also intimately interwoven with 
the tax affairs of a liquor ring 
which built up $2 million in illegal 
profits, out of a $4,000 investment 
in liquor. This and many more sim- 
ilar situations have recently impli- 
cated the GOP senator from New 
Hampshire, but both Republicans 
and Democrats in the Senate have 
worked together to protect each 
other. For details see the study by 
Douglas Carter in The Reporter, 
July 20. 
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